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Update on I-294 Expansion
The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is moving forward with the expansion of I-294 by rebuilding and
widening the roadway. The work will begin in 2020 and last for two years. The project will cover a 22-mile stretch of
I-294 that extends from 95th Street in Bridgeview to the Balmoral Avenue exit near O’Hare airport. IDOT plans to add
lane in each direction, as well as “flex lanes” for buses and emergency vehicles.
The Village has been active in following the I-294 expansion project. Mayor Hinshaw and Village Administrator
DuRocher have attended meetings with the Illinois Department of Transportation and engaged in several
teleconferences to keep current on how the expansion plan will affect the Village. The good news is that other than the
triangle area at Wolf and Joliet Roads, none of the single family homes in the Village will be impacted by the project.
The changes that will take place in the triangle area may result in the addition of a new road built through the parcel and
part of the triangle area may be utilized for water retention once the new lanes are added to I-294. The overpass that
crosses Joliet Road west of Wolf Road is not scheduled for any construction work at this time. The Village is working
hard to ensure that any impact to the Village or its residents is minimal.
The status of the extension project has been discussed
at several Village Board meeting as well as the Planning
& Zoning Commission meetings. Mayor Hinshaw is
willing to provide an update or answer residents’
questions concerning the project. He can be contacted
at thinshaw@indianheadpark-il.gov or on his mobile
phone at 708-497-9745. In addition, residents can
follow the status of the project by visiting IDOT’s
website, www.illinoistollway.com/outreach/

What’s Going On in the Triangle?
The Village is in the process of working with its
economic development/land use consultant, Houseal
Lavigne, to develop a plan for the re-development of
the area at the southwest corner of Wolf and Joliet
roads extending to the tollway.
With the Dome no longer at the corner, and with
vacant parcels to the south and west of the Dome, the
Village has a unique one-time opportunity to
encourage coordinated development in the area.
After meeting with the property owners, members of
the Planning and Zoning Commission, and the
Economic Development Committee, we are focusing
on light commercial development with a small
residential component. Ideally, we would like to see
fine dining opportunities. (Personally speaking, I would
like a high-end coffee shop/roaster).
As the plan develops, we will be seeking community
input. Our overall goal is to make the Triangle a focal
point for the Village and a destination point for all.
John DuRocher
Village Administrator

Farewell to Ed Santen
After almost thirty-eight years of full time service to the Village, our Public
Works Director, Ed Santen, has retired. Joining the Village as a full time
employee right after high school in 1980, Ed was with us through lots of
new construction, tornados, snow storms, water main breaks, and pretty
much everything else that man and nature can throw at a small public
works department. Ed was with us when the Village started receiving Lake
Michigan water.
Serving with eight Village Presidents, dozens of Trustees, at least seven Village
Administrators, Ed’s tenure with a single village is almost unheard of in today’s
world.

Ed Santen

We wish Ed the best.

It’s A Win, Win Situation

Zeraldus Usonis

January was a very lucky month in Indian Head
Park! Zeraldus Usonis, an Indian Head Park
resident, recently won $2 million from a MultiMillionaire scratch off ticket, sold to him by Indian
Head Park business owner, Ari Rukovci. The
winning ticket was sold at Oak Pantry & Deli right
here in Indian Head Park, at the corner of Joliet
and Wolf Roads. What makes this winning even
luckier is that Oak Pantry & Deli receives a 1%
bonus of the winnings, $20,000, for selling the
winning ticket.
In a statement released by the Illinois Lottery,
Usonis stated, “Good people always win!”
According to the Illinois Lottery press release,
Zeraldus Usonis “enjoys giving back to his
community and helping those in need. Usonis
donates 200 turkeys and hams to a food pantry
for Thanksgiving and Christmas every year. He
plans to use his winnings to buy a house and to
expand his charitable acts to help even more
Illinois families enjoy the holidays”.
As the saying goes, all’s well that ends well,
especially in Indian Head Park.
Photo courtesy of the Illinois Lottery

Spring Tree Care
With spring arriving, no wonder there are a lot of
questions flooding into Public Works and Village
Hall about plants, shrubs, and trees! Trees are lowmaintenance, not no-maintenance, and with Indian
Head Park’s abundance of greenery, we thought
we would share some tips. Tending to seasonal
chores helps keep trees healthy and protects your
landscape investment. Here some quick steps to
take for healthier trees!
Clean Up - Kick off the new growing season with a
quick spring cleaning – for trees. Rake and gather
debris that collected beneath trees over winter,
such as small twigs, leaves or fallen fruits. This is
especially important with trees susceptible to
fungal diseases, which can harbor on winter debris.
Examples include Pine Trees affected by Diplodia
Tip Blight or Crab Apple Trees affected by apple
scab.
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Mulch - A layer of mulch helps soil retain moisture
and suppresses weeds. It is most crucial when
caring for younger trees, which are ten years or
less. Apply a 3-inch-thick layer around trees but
NOT against the trunk. Mulch piled against the
trunk holds moisture and heat, which can help
facilitate diseases an easy point of access.
Prune - The ideal time to prune most trees is during
winter dormancy. You can, however remove any
dead, damaged or broken branches in springtime.
If you are unsure whether a branch is dead, wait
until the tree leafs have sprouted. Dead branches
are easy to spot once leaves unfurl.
Inspect - Before leaves appear, inspect tree trunks
and branches, looking for signs of pests, disease or
damage. Not sure what to look for? Learn about
inspecting trees and what to look for when
identifying potential health hazards for your trees.
A great resource is the Morton Arboretum’s Plant
Clinic.
Morton Arboretum Plant Clinic
630-719-2424 plantclinic@mortonarb.org
HOURS: April through October
Monday – Saturday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Water Leaks & the Price You Pay
And you know that several surveys concluded that
25%-35% percent of all homeowners have a water
leak and are unaware of it? According to the
Environmental Protection Agency’s Water-Sense,
leaks waste more than 10,000 gallons of water
annually in the average household. That is enough
water to do more than 270 loads of laundry. That
means we are losing more than one trillion gallons
of water annually in the United States alone in
household leaks! This is enough water to supply 11
million homes.
In other words….do not ignore a “running” toilet,
dripping faucet, or squishy spot on the lawn. Fix
those leaks and start saving money as well as water.
To check for leaks in your home, you first need to
determine whether you are wasting water and then
identify the source of the leak. Here are some quick
tips for finding leaks:


Check your water meter before and after a
two-hour period when no water is being
used, this means the dishwasher is not
running, no one is taking a shower, etc.
(write down the digits appearing on the dial
face both occasions). If the meter changes
at all, you probably have a leak.



Identify toilet leaks by placing a drop of food
coloring in the toilet tank. If any color shows
up in the bowl after 10 minutes, you have a
leak. (Be sure to flush immediately after the
experiment to avoid staining the tank.)



Examine faucet gaskets and pipe fittings for
any water on the outside of the pipe to
check for surface leaks.

If you are unsure if you have a leak or not, you can
also call the Indian Head Park Water Department,
and we can remotely check your water meter’s
transponder to see if a leak has been detected. The
more detective work you do in finding the leak
means less time and money that the plumber
spends fixing the problem. For more information
on leaks please visit www.epa.gov/watersense

Village Board meets the second
Thursday of every month
Upcoming Village Board meeting dates
April 14 • May 10 • June 19 • July 14
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Alterations...
Experienced with silks, woolens, ultrasuede, leathers,
hems, zippers, etc. Heirloom christening gowns designed
from mother’s wedding gown. Call Jean (708) 246-6635.
Smoke Signals is published quarterly by the Village of Indian
Head Park to inform its residents of on-going activities in the
Village and the ever-growing plans for the future in the pursuit
of better government and good citizenship. Circulation is 2,000.
Editor is Trustee Rita Farrell Mayer. News for the next issue is
due by June 17 and should be submitted electronically to:
rfarrellmayer@indianheadpark-il.gov.
Full page ads - $200.00; half-page ad - $125;
3½ “x 3½" size ads - $75; Business Card size ads - $45;
Trading Post ads - $20 (no commercial ads - the ad will run
two times at no cost, then a $20 charge).
Extra copies and back issues (up to one year) of Smoke Signals can be
obtained at the Village Hall.

