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Hippity, Hoppity, Easter’s on its way! The Indian Head Park
Easter Egg Hunt will take place in Blackhawk Park on Saturday,
April 16th from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This will be a fun-filled
family event! This year’s activities include a petting zoo, pony
rides, photos with the Easter Bunny and of course, the Easter Egg
hunt! This is a free event and open to all, we look forward to seeing you there.
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Waste, Recycling & Shredding Event Scheduled for May 21st
With the end of Winter comes Spring Cleaning, and the Village is here to
help you accomplish just that! Indian Head Park is hosting its 2nd Annual
Waste, Recycling and Shredding Event on Saturday, May 21st. The event
will be held at the IHP Public Works Facility located at 11308 70th Place
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This is a free event and open only to Residents
of The Village of Indian Head Park. Make sure to bring your Driver’s License or State I.D. for proof of residency.
What can you bring to recycle? Items such as household paints, electronics and documents that need to be shredded, used cellphones, Christmas lights, old extension cords, artificial Christmas trees and all white goods (appliances such as refrigerators, washing machines, ovens,
etc.).

Wolf Road Expansion Meeting
Cook County is currently in the process of engineering the possible expansion and improvement of Wolf
Road. The project is still in its early stages, in which engineering is being done to determine its feasibility. Currently, the County is exploring the feasibility and need for additional lanes as well as the bike
lanes and sidewalks. The County is planning on having 2 alternatives at this time.
At this time an Open House Meeting is tentatively scheduled for April 7th, 2022, from 2 PM-5 PM at
Village Hall which is located at 201 Acacia Drive. Due to circumstances outside of the Village’s control,
the date may change. Please check the website for updates. The purpose of this meeting is to hear input
from local residents and businesses concerning the alternatives proposed. In addition to this meeting,
posters and documents presenting the alternatives will be kept in the Village Hall Board room for two
weeks. Interested residents are encouraged and welcome to come by Village Hall during normal business hours to view the documents and ask questions to Village Staff.
This project is in its very early stages, the Village strongly recommends that all residents interested in
updates concerning the project sign up for the Simplicity App and monitor the Village Website. The Village website will have a page specifically dedicated to the project and updates related to it.

Acacia Drive Update
This Spring, construction is set to
continue on the
northern half of Acacia Drive. In late
April or early May
construction on a
new sidewalk and
reconstruction of the
road itself will continue for the portion
of Acacia Drive north
of Acacia Circle. Being one of the oldest
roads in the Village,
Acacia Drive is in need of reconstruction.
Last year the southern portion of Acacia Drive was reconstructed, unfortunately, construction on the northern half was
delayed last year due to supply issues and utility conflicts.
The project will include landscaping along the whole of Acacia
Drive and the Village is committed to making Acacia Drive
look better than ever when it is all done.

Spring Clean-Up Day &
Yard Waste Collection
SBC Waste Solutions is offering a
Cleanup Day on Friday, May 13th. For
three stickers, residents will be able to
put up to 5 yards ( 5ft x 5ft x 6ft) of
waste material out to be picked up.
This is a volume of approximately
10—95 gallon toters. Garbage Stickers can be purchased at Village Hall or
at Oak Pantry & Deli.
Weekly brush/yard waste collection
will begin on March 25th. Stickers
will not be required for brush/yard
waste on March 25th or April 1st.
Residents are encouraged to take advantage of both of these programs.
For more information please contact
SBC directly at 312-522-1115 or reach
out to Village Hall Staff.

Wish-Cycling and The Importance of Recycling the Right Way
What is Wish-Cycling?
Wish-cycling is a term used to describe when someone places an item that are unsure is recyclable
in the recycling bin with the hope that it will be accepted and recycled. Although, the urge to recycle as much as possible comes from the best intentions, mixing non-recyclables and recyclables together in your bin can have unintended consequences.
Why Wish-Cycling Matters
Every item that is placed in recycling bins eventually ends up at a recycling center. Here the items
are sorted. Non-recyclable material is removed and discarded as waste. As much as 25% of the
items that arrive at recycling facilities are items that are not recyclable. This mixing of recyclables
and non-recyclables increases the sorting and transportation expenses for recycling organizations.
More importantly, it can contaminate the recycling stream and reduce the overall amount of items
that are recycled. In some cases, if too much trash is mixed in with a batch of recyclables, none of
the items can be recycled.
How Does Recycling Help the Environment?
There are many ways in which recycling non-renewable resources such as glass, paper, plastic and
aluminum benefits the environment. Recycling decreases the amount of waste that ends up in a
landfill. Recycling conserves important natural resources such as timber. Thus, by recycling paper
products, we reduce the amount of trees that need to be cut down each year. Recycling also conserves energy. Creating products with new plastic requires 70% more energy that creating the
same products from recycled plastic.
How to Recycle Properly at Home
A great place to start is to ask your waste management provider or to research recycling guidelines
for your community. SBC Waste Solutions offers detailed information on what they will and will not
accept on their website at www.sbcwastesolutions.com/recycling/. When recycling containers, it is
important to scrape food from them first. Certain items are recyclable but can’t go into your recycling bin at home,, such as electronics and batteries.
Non-Recyclable Materials
The following materials are a list of non-recyclable materials from SBC Waste Solutions. Food or
beverage waste; Candy and snack wrappers; Non-paper packing materials; Plastic strapping; Rubber bands; Stickers or labels; Plastic, latex or rubber gloves; K-cups; Plastic #6; Styrofoam; Plastic
grocery bags; Paper coffee cups and lids; Tissue products and napkins; Shrink wrap and food packaging.
Recycling the Right Way
Most people want to recycle as much as they possibly can because they care about the environment
and want to do their part to help the planet. One of the best ways to help is to play it safe. It is better to throw out something you aren’t sure can go into the recycling container than risk contaminating your recyclables by mixing trash and recyclables together.

IHP Resident Spotlight
Meet Al Krisciunas, the Resident in the Spotlight!
Al was the former Mayor of the Village from 1980
-1987, as a humble man he never mentioned that
in his interview. He did mention that the Smoke
Signals used to publish the Village phone directory—times certainly have changed!
Al has lived here “forever” or since 1951. He’s
been here since there were less than 50 homes in
the Village and back then “everyone knew each
other.” He thinks the biggest change since then
has been the Nature of the area changing from
farming and woodlands to many different residential and commercial enterprises coming into
the Village. He remembers the original residents
wanting to keep it park-like. He says the building
of enterprises, paving of roadways and sidewalks
changes the character but is unstoppable.
Al indicated that most recent residents don’t realize the “tons of golf courses” that used to be in the
area, including the Indian Head, Timber Trails,
Maplecrest and Acacia Golf Courses. Some were
private while others were public. Salt Creek Golf
Course was the last one functioning left over from
Maplecrest. Most of the golf courses closed due to
the construction of the I-294 tollway.
Al’s favorite part of the Village is how it’s changed
from it’s beginnings of unused areas to become an
establishment of residential homes. He feels this
is the perfect location for a comfortable home and
it’s a comfortable community that is used to operating as one family. His message to future residents is that even though different generations
will move-in and change the philosophy, the Village is not going to change that much due to the
geographic constraints.
A big thank you to the previous Spotlighted Resident Amy Eckert for nominating Al!

Smoke Signals Newsletter to be Published Quarterly
There was discussion about discontinuing the printing and mailing of the newsletter but after further
review, Village Officials decided to continue to print and mail the Smoke Signals to every household
on a quarterly basis. Village Staff works diligently to produce useful and interesting content and to
keep all residents informed of what’s happening within the Village.
In addition to reading the Smoke Signals, another great way to stay informed is by downloading the Village app, powered by Simplicity.
This is easy to do, simply go to The App Store
or Google Play and search “Simplicity.” You
can also scan the QR code.
The app is free and easy
to use. If you would like
assistance in downloading the app, simply
bring your smartphone
to Village Hall and staff
will be happy to help!

John Wittenberg Sworn In as
Fire & Police Commissioner
The Fire & Police Commission
has a new Commissioner, John
Wittenberg. John retired from
the Chicago Police Department as a Lieutenant following 26 years on the force in
2012. He started his career in
law enforcement in 1981 right
here in Indian Head Park. He
believes one of the biggest
challenges facing law enforcement today is the retention
and development of Police Officers. He has lived in the Village for nine years and is looking forward to giving back by
serving on the Fire & Police
Commission.

Reminder of the Month

Vehicle stickers go on sale May 1, 2022
and are required for every resident or person
that houses their vehicle in Indian Head Park.
The last day to purchase your vehicle sticker
without a penalty is June 30th. Most vehicle
stickers cost $65, however prices vary depending on the license plate classification.
This is also the time of year that Animal tags
need to be renewed. There is no charge to
register your dog (or cat). You can purchase
your
vehicle
sticker
online
at
www.indianheadpark-il.gov or by coming to
Village Hall.

Michael Kurinec Sworn in as Police Chief
Hello, I would like to introduce myself to you, the residents, and the business
community of Indian Head
Park. My name is Michael
Kurinec and I am your new
Chief of Police, but I am not
new to the Village. I was
actually the first officer
hired by the newly formed
Police & Fire Commission
back in 1979 where I was
paid $6.25 an hour. After working here for four
years, I left for the neighboring Willowbrook Police Department where I served them for 28
years, retiring in 2011.
Over the years at Willowbrook, I filled a variety
of positions starting out as a patrol officer and
later advancing to be a detective. My management years started when I was promoted in
1996 to the tested rank of Commander of Police.
The experience I gained from investigating a
wide variety of criminal cases over the years,
ranging from complicated financial crimes,
thefts, burglaries, processing crime scenes as an
evidence technician, and investigating several
homicides, is invaluable. One of which included
a triple homicide, when I was the Detective
Commander. The investigation expanded to include travel to Georgia and Texas to interview
family members, along with potential accomplices, including the utilization of the digital enhancement imaging laboratory at NASA. These
experiences can now be shared with my fellow
officers here at Indian Head Park.
For several months after retiring, I did nothing
other than the chores assigned to me by my wife
Laura, to whom I have been happily married for
the last 41 years. (No, she didn’t make me say
that!) We have two adult sons, who both happen
to be employed in law enforcement. Our eldest
is married. He and his wife have given us 4
grandchildren to spoil!
After becoming bored with retirement, I started
to deliver auto parts, which was very boring. In
the Spring of 2012, the Chief of the Naperville
Park District Police Department called, asking
me to come work for him. I returned to law enforcement where I patrolled the Park District by
using a bicycle, an atv, or a squad car. The Park

District was 35 square miles, encompassing
parts of Will/DuPage Counties and Bolingbrook/Naperville. The Park Dist. Jurisdiction
was larger than either Police Department I
worked at!
While still delivering auto parts, I happened to
be speeding on Joliet Road and was stopped by
one of the IHP officers. Fortunately, I knew him
and he let me go with just a warning ticket, but
he did tell me that I should come work at IHPPD
as a part-time officer instead of delivering parts!
The rest is history. I returned to IHP as a part
time officer in 2013 and became full time in
2016, leaving the Park District to devote my
time to IHP. In 2019 I was appointed as the
Commander and then in 2020, appointed as the
Deputy Chief.
In my personal life, during my spare time at Willowbrook, I was involved with the Police Exploring Program through Boy Scouting. It is a handson program open to young men and women
who are interested in a career in law enforcement. The teens learn all about police work
through training and riding along with the officers. That is where I think my sons got their real
interest in law enforcement.
Willowbrook also provided me with the opportunity to complete my education through Lewis
University and attending the Southern Police
Institute’s school of Command Officer’s Development Course to learn advanced police management skills.
In my younger years until my 50’s, I was involved in hockey as an on-ice referee. I officiated
more than 5000 games at the high school, college, and junior A level, along with training
camp games for the Blackhawks and former
Cougars. I have been involved with the American Hearing Impaired Hockey Association
(AHIHA) since 1973, working as their supervisor of officials. This organization is the training
ground for the Deaflympics’ Hockey Team.
I did all of the dad things with my sons, coaching
them in their little league baseball and soccer
years, along with being an Assistant Scout Master where I was able to watch them both achieve
the Eagle Scout rank.
Feel free to stop by the station and say hello—I
look forward to serving as your Police Chief!

IHP Police Officer in the Spotlight
Indian Head
Park has the
best Police
Officers
around, and
this edition
of the Officer
Spotlight is
no
exception! Meet
Officer Lee Zeitlin who has been with the Indian
Head Park Police Department since 2003. He is
also a Sargent with the Brookfield Zoo Park Police
and has been there since 1982.
Here in Indian Head Park, Lee works the midnight
shift. He finds that challenging since he rarely
gets to experience his favorite part of the job; engaging with the residents in the Community. He
considers himself a “people-person” and there’s
not too many people to engage with overnight. He
spends his evenings here going up and down every street in the Village and his most frequent encounter is garage doors that are left open. If he
can, he’ll secure the garage without having to
wake the homeowner. He says it’s a common oc-

currence and he typically finds one every night.
His concern is that most of the residents don’t
lock their cars or their entry doors from the garage. He would like to remind everyone how important it is to do their best to prevent crimes by
always locking their doors.
He knows that as a Police Officer—he is representing the Department and the Village and that is
a responsibility he takes seriously. He keeps fit by
running and always makes sure his squad car is
clean.
Lee loves to eat and that’s why he runs! His favorite thing to eat in the Village is rice pudding from
Willow Hills. He is originally from the East Coast
and grew up in Palatine where his 94 year-old
mom still lives. He makes sure to call her everyday and visits her once a week, every week. In his
personal time, he enjoys running, eating, and vacationing in the Northwoods of Wisconsin. Lee is
married to his wife of 37 years who works as an
Adjunct Professor at National Louis University.
Together, they have an adult daughter and son
and a Golden Retriever named Molly. A big thank
you to Officer Oziemkowski for nominating Officer Zeitlin to be recognized!

More Features Coming to The Village App
Simplicity, the company behind the Village App, is adding new features to the app. Residents can send in service requests and attach pictures. This will be useful for
issues such as potholes or street lights that are out. Also,
more resources are being added in the near future to include other organizations. The Police Department is being added to the platform and other Village-related institutions are in talks with Simplicity to also be included.
Also, the Village is proud to announce that 10% of residents have downloaded the app. This is more than double the amount of residents who signed up for
alerts through the website! The app is free to use so download it today if you haven’t already!

Village Board Updates
The Board of Trustee Monthly Meetings take place on the second Thursday of each month. As of March, the
meetings are in-person again and not via Zoom. The meetings start at 7:00pm and occur in the board room
at Village Hall. Residents are encouraged to attend—the meetings can be watched live on Comcast Channel
6 and are streamed on YouTube and Facebook Live.
Below is a summary of what the Board of Trustees are currently working on:
2022-23 Budget: The Board of Trustees are working on the budget for the next fiscal year. You can
currently find the first reading of the budget available on the Village website with more updates to come.
Camera Program: The Village is ordering eight cameras from two companies to test out the capabilities
and see which will work best for the needs of IHP. The cameras are fitted with license plate reading
technology, which is an important tool for the Police Department. The cameras are expected to be installed late March/early April. Installation locations are yet to be determined.
New Vehicle Purchase: A new plow truck was approved for purchase, due to losing a plow truck in January to a fire. The new vehicle is expected to be delivered in early March.
Village Goals: The Board of Trustees are currently deciding on a new list of Village Goals for the 202223 Fiscal Year. The list includes: additional landscaping for Acacia Drive, improved sound system for Village Hall, Blackhawk Park improvements (dog run, sports courts), research on acquisition of a vacant lot
for new neighborhood park, more community events, new signs, Sacajawea Park improvements, saving
for potential Wolf Road landscaping, space utilization for Village properties and triangle façade improvements.

Receiving & Paying Your Water Bill—You Have Options!
The Village is implementing a new program through which water/sewer bills can be emailed to residents. Some residents already receive their bills via email, but most do not. With the new system, residents can choose to have their water bill emailed to them, or sent in the mail. If you sign up for emailed
bills you will not receive a physical bill and vice versa. If you would like to sign up to have your water
bill emailed to you please fill out the account information below. You may submit the information below to the Village in person at Village Hall or drop it off in the silver drop box outside of Village Hall
(next to the blue mailbox). You may also send the information via email to admin@indianheadparkil.gov with a quick explanation stating that you would like to receive your water bill via email.

Direct Debit Auto Pay
Name:___________________________________________________

Residents can also have their water payment automatically deducted from their checking acAddress: ________________________________________________ counts. The form can be found on the Village
website. Simply fill it out and drop it off at Village Hall or email it to admin@indianheadparkEmail: ___________________________________________________ il.gov. Do it today and have one less bill to remember to pay!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Communication Survey Question
Please Return to Village Hall or Silver Drop Box
What is the number 1 source you get your information from about the Village?
Please Choose Only One—Thank you!

___ Smoke Signals

___ Comcast Ch. 6

___ Village Website

___ Facebook

___ Twitter

___ Instagram

___ Simplicity App

___ Local Newspaper

___Website Notifications

___ Other (Please Specify) ___________________________________________________________

Twitter: @villageofIHP

Instagram: @_indian_head_park_

Facebook: @IndianHeadPark

www.indianheadpark-il.gov

The App Store: Simplicity
Smoke Signals is published by the Village of Indian Head Park to
inform its residents of ongoing activities in the Village and the
ever-growing plans for the future in the pursuit of better government and the good of the citizenship. Circulation is 2,000
News and advertisements for the next issue should be

electronically submitted to:
admin@indianheadpark-il.gov
Full Page Ads—$200.00; Half Page Ads—$125.00
3-1/2”x3-1/2” Size Ads—$75.00
Business Card Size Ads—$45.00
Extra copies available at Village Hall or by emailing Lisa Bujak
At lbujak@indianheadpark-il.gov

Village Board of Trustees
Meets second Thursday of every month
7:00 pm at Village Hall
UPCOMING MEETINGS:

April 14th, 2022
May 12th, 2022
June 9th, 2022
July 14th, 2022
Indian Head Park Village Hall
201 Acacia Drive, Indian Head Park, IL 60525
708-246-3080
www.indianheadpark-il.gov

