Winter 2022

The IHP Community Survey Results Are In
The 2021 community
surveys have been
collected and tabulated. A summary is
provided inside this
edition, and the complete results can be
accessed on the Village website. In total
the Village received
280 responses with
222 physical copies returned and 58 entries submitted electronically.
Thank you to everyone who took time to complete the survey by
providing their insightful feedback and honest opinions.
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Village Snowplow Truck Catches Fire During 1st Snowfall of Year
The first major snowfall of 2022 happened on January 1st. Police Officer Kris Gardner was doing double duty and plowing the streets with
Public Works at 3:00 am on January 2nd
when he heard a large popping noise.
Shortly thereafter the truck burst into
flames. As the photographs show, it was
quite a shocking scene. The fire department responded and successfully extinguished the blaze.
The fire occurred on Mohawk Court in
the 45 Acres subdivision. Village staff
filed a claim and is working with the insurance company for reimbursement of
the vehicle. A special thanks to IHP Public Works Department for their
dedication and for making our streets safe for travel all year round!

Community Survey Results Summary
Overall quality of life:
Excellent 41% — Good 49% — Fair 8.5% —
Poor .08% — Very Poor 0.3%
How safe do you feel:
In your neighborhood: Very safe 46.5% — Safe
46.5% Neither safe/unsafe 7%
On Village streets at night: Very safe 26% — Safe
49% — Neither safe/unsafe 17% — Unsafe 7% —
Very unsafe 1%
At Village parks: Very safe 34% — Safe 48% — Neither safe/unsafe 14% — Unsafe 4%
The Village in general: Very safe 35% — Safe 53%
Neither safe/unsafe 12%
Street maintenance rating: Excellent 25% — Good
46% — Fair 22% — Poor 5% — Very Poor 2%
Snow/Ice removal rating: Excellent 40% — Good
45% — Fair 12% — Poor 3% — Very Poor 0.3%
Admin/Building/Finance Dept quality of service:
Excellent 64% — Good 29% — Fair 4% — Poor 3%
Are you aware that you can pay your water bill
via direct debit?: Yes70% — No 30%
Are you aware that you can purchase your vehicle sticker, pay you water bill or parking ticket
online?: Yes 70% — No 30%
Village website ratings: Excellent 15% — Good
57% — Fair 21% — Poor 4% — Very Poor 3%
Smoke Signals ratings: Excellent 22% — Good
51% — Fair 24% — Poor 3%
How many times have you watched a Village
Board of Trustees meeting in the past 12 months?
1-3 times: 18% — 4-6 times: 3% — 10 or more: 3%
Not at all 76%
Do you believe that the Village does enough to
communicate? Yes 76% — No 24%
*Answers with “No Opinion” are omitted from these results and
the full survey results will be available on our website.

Community Survey Results

If you work outside the home, how far do you
normally commute to work?
20 or more miles: 25% - 16-19 miles: 15% - 1115 miles: 25% - 6-10 miles: 21% - Less than 5
miles: 14%
How often do you or members of your family
visit or shop in IHP?
At least once a week: 50% - At least once a
month: 25% - Every few months: 14% - Once
or twice a year: 5% - Not at all: 6%
How do you rate the attractiveness and appearance of IHP shopping areas:
Excellent: 7% - Good 44% - Fair: 36% - Poor: 9%
Very poor: 3%
What type of stores would you most like to
see added to IHP?
#1—Restaurants
#2—Specialty Grocery
#3—Clothing Stores & Gift Shops (Tied)
How long have you lived in IHP?
Less than 5 years: 21% - 6-10 years: 17% - 11-20
years: 26% - 21-35 years: 23% - 36-50 years:
11% Over 50 years: 2%
What is your employment status?
Retired: 57% - Employed: 42% - Unemployed:
0.4%
Age demographics of IHP according to responses:
Over 65: 60% - 56-65 years old: 17% - 46-55
years old: 13% - 36-45 years old: 8% - 26-35
years old: 4%

Community Survey Comments
“My sense is the Village is trying hard to enhance
and improve IHP. It’s hard to enhance the over-all
community experience while maintaining the residential charm of IHP.”
“I hope the Village will continue printing and mailing the Smoke Signals. Every other month is sufficient.”
“Smoke Signals—getting better—thank you.”
“Smoke Signals was better years ago, more inclusive.”
“Would love an IHP dog park where dogs could run
off leash.”
“Please do not add a dog park at Blackhawk Park.”
“Indian Head Park is a great place to raise a family
except for the lack of sidewalks for children on the
West side of Wolf and lack of crosswalk to get
across Wolf. Biking/walking to school and friends’
homes is dangerous”
“Please do not add sidewalks to Wolf Road. Reducing greenery will be detrimental to the look of IHP.”
“Listen to the residents, scrap the sidewalk project,
keep the look of how the village was in the past.”
“I love the sidewalks! My family has lived in IHP for
years and I recently moved in and LOVE IT.”
“The police are excellent & friendly & easy to approach. We are very happy to have a great police
force in the neighborhood. Having both expressways in the area the police do a great job keeping
cars and traffic in line. Since we live on the far
south side of town, it’s nice to see the police make
rounds down our cul-de-sac multiple times a day.”
“Street lighting is poor. St. maint. and snow removal is outstanding. Village crews keep area neat and
clean—debris pick-up etc.”
“Would like to fence my yard. I reject opinions that
it would lower property values. Look at Timber
Trails. Many are fenced and have very high property values.”
“Please make IHP walkable. Please develop a campaign to increase the number of trees in village.
Thanks!!!

New IHP Mobile App Ready for Download
The Village of Indian Head Park is proud to announce a new cooperation with government technology startup Simplicity to improve communication with residents. Using the Simplicity app, you
can quickly get all important community updates,
announcements and upcoming events. New feature
alert—now you can submit an idea or report to
Village officials directly
through the app!
The app will help you to stay informed and connected with The Village
by having all official updates easily accessible in one place. The Mobile
App features include Village Announcements, Community Events and
Smart Notifications meaning you can receive notifications based on your
interests and preferences. Scan the QR code with your smartphone to
download the app now. Feel free to share it with your friends, family
and neighbors!

Village Website to be
Redesigned in 2022
The Village Website is getting a makeover!
Village Staff are working with CivicPlus to redesign the current website. CivicPlus is a web
development business that designed and
hosts the Village website. CivicPlus offers a
periodic redesigns as a courtesy meaning the
project will not cost the Village any additional
money! Village Staff has reviewed the survey
responses and are including that feedback into the new design. The redesign is a rather
large project and will take some time. We do
not expect there to be any disruptions to the
website during the “construction” process but
will post on Social Media if necessary. We
look forward to debuting a more modern and
user-friendly website!

Reminder of the Month

Did you know that you are able to submit photographs and/or article ideas to be included in
Smoke Signals? If you see an interesting sight
in town, snap a photo and email us! Do you
have an idea you’d like to share? Send it our
way! Is your neighbor amazing? Let us know
about it! Please email any ideas or content to
admin@indianheadpark-il.gov and we’ll include it in an upcoming edition of Smoke Signals. Our residents are what make the Village
such a special place, and we want to include
more content directly from you!

IHP Resident of the Month

2021 Leaf Vacuuming Recap

Meet Amy Eckert, January’s
resident of the month! Amy
moved to IHP 25 years ago, she
chose Acacia because it’s a
great location for her and there
is so much more green space in
Acacia than what is found in
most other HOAs. What really drew her to the
Village was the open space, rural feeling and the
quiet neighborhoods. Amy likes that there is not
an abundance of commercial properties in the
Village, most of what residents need is still close
enough to where we live.

This year the Village had three weeks scheduled
in November for leaf vacuuming services with
SBC Waste Solutions. We are happy that so
many residents utilized the service and are
thankful for the patience of residents during the
weeks in which there were greater quantities of
leaves to be picked up. During the first week of
leaf collection, 4.21 tons of leaves were vacuumed. During the second week of leaf collection,
38.54 tons of leaves were vacuumed. Finally,
During the last week and a half of leave vacuuming, 58.06 tons were vacuumed.

Once she retired, she became more involved with
things in Acacia and being on the Board. Things
grew from there, she is now the Board President
of Acacia and also on the Village Communications
Committee. She enjoys helping out with village
wide family activities and having the opportunity
to see everyone who comes out to participate.

In total 100.79 tons of leaves were vacuumed
this year! There were so many leaves the final
pass through that it took one and a half weeks to
get them all. Thank you again for your patience
and participation and we will provide more information come next fall on next year's leaf vacuuming program.

IHP Officer Spotlight

Meet Patrolman Ed Oziemkowski, he’s currently
the longest serving Police Officer in Indian Head
Park and he’s also this month’s officer in the spotlight! Officer Oziemkowski will be celebrating 33
years at the Department in February. Not only
does he work for the Village, he’s also a resident.
He says his favorite part of his job is dealing with
the people and working with his fellow officers. He
says, “They’re a good bunch of guys.” He estimates
in his 33 years here he’s served under a dozen Police Chiefs.
Officer Oziemkowski says it’s nice to see families
with kids and bikes at the parks and hopes to see
more people out and about in the Springtime. He
would like to remind the residents that “Just because Indian Head Park is a quiet little town, you
should never let your guard down. Always be
aware of your surroundings and lock your car
doors and please don’t leave your garage door
openers in an unlocked vehicle.”
In his free time, he enjoys spending time with his
pet cats. Although he loves dogs, his busy schedule
doesn’t allow him to have any as pets. He hopes to
retire in a couple more years, and maybe he’ll be
able to get a dog then.
Thank you for your service, Officer Oziemkowski. If
you see him in town, make sure you say hello!

Summary of The December 2021 Board of Trustees Meeting
To watch the meeting in it’s entirety please visit www.indianheadpark-il.gov
Mayor’s Report: Mask use at podium: Masks will now be required while speaking at the podium.
Sidewalk master plan: The southern part of Acacia sidewalks are complete. The northern part will take
place next year. Sidewalks will be connected to sidewalks on Wolf Road when and if a sidewalk on Wolf
Road becomes a part of the Cook County road projects. Also, there will be a new connection next year
from Acacia Drive to Blackhawk Park. Plainfield & Wolf Roads are both in phase 1. Alternatives for Wolf
Road expected to be available in 2022 for resident review and comment. For Joliet Road, we’re still
working with legislators in the City of Countryside for a sidewalk on both sides. The northern part of
Acacia Drive to begin next year. Landscaping and finishing touches will take place after project is completed. Village Board is committed to making Acacia look as good or better than it did before.
294 Update: The on ramp to 294 north from Joliet Road is back in operation. In Summer of 2022 a
sound wall is to be taken down on southern portion between Plainfield and Joliet.
Community Survey: Please take survey online or use the paper copy that was mailed out.
Lastly, Mayor Hinshaw wishes everyone Happy Holidays and a great start to next year.
Public Comments: Several public comments were emailed and read aloud by staff.
Consent Agenda: Consent agenda consisted of a financial summary, motor fuel tax resolution and 2022
meeting schedule. Motion passed.
Police Camera Discussion: The project is ongoing and will be discussed further in January.
Ordinance 2021-20 Establishing Property Tax Levy for 2022: Motion passed.
Resolution 08-2021 Establishing Tax Extension Limitations for Tax Levy 2022: Motion passed.
Ordinances 2021-21, 22, 23, 24, 25 Allowing for a Special Use Allowing a Shed: There are a total of
19 households within the Bartlett subdivision who have participated in the shed study to be granted a
special use ordinance for their shed. A total of three ordinances were passed last month, five ordinances
were passed tonight with the remaining 11 to follow in the upcoming months. After completion of the
initial group, the shed study will expand to the rest of the Village. Ordinances Passed.
Ordinance 2021-26 Allowing for a Special Use Allowing a Shed: There was a motion to table the ordinance until the February meeting to allow for further discussion. Motion carried.
Trustees Reports: The Economic Development Committee is working on finding funding in order to
upgrade the façade on the Triangle. There was a Community Garden kick-off meeting last week where
residents came and shared ideas on the upcoming project, there will be more details to follow. There is
the IHP Holiday Festival at Blackhawk Park this month with Santa and his live reindeer and the Kelli Joy
O’Laughlin Memorial Foundation will be accepting food donations at the event.
Village Administrator’s Report: Village staff working on budget and goals for 2022-23 timeframe.
Assistant Village Administrator’s Report: Leaf vacuuming program is complete, there was a total of
100.79 tons of leaves collected this year. The new village app by Simplicity has a new feature to report a
concern or idea, all residents are encouraged to download the app. The website is in the process of being re-designed. A total of 225 surveys have been returned so far with results to be shared next month.
Police Chief Stelter’s Report: Two IHP Officers have been assigned to a Cook County car jacking task
force and have already made arrests. Also, two Police Officers are celebrating work anniversaries.
Public Comment: Village Staff received a letter complimenting the 65th Street paving job.
Meeting Adjourned: Next meeting will take place on January 13th, 2022.

Cont’d Summary of The Board of Trustees Meeting
To watch the meeting in it’s entirety please visit www.indianheadpark-il.gov
Smoke Signals Discussion: The Communications Committee has determined that the Smoke Signals
will be published on a monthly basis until June, 2022. Afterwards, Smoke Signals will continue as an
online publication with no more printed copies. They’d like to see the online edition feature not only
news, but updates from residents within the Village. Further discussion will take place at next month’s
board meeting following a Committee Meeting later this month.
Trustee Updates: A Finance Committee Meeting is scheduled for November 30th at 6:00 pm. The Economic Development Committee has been active—Paschen Construction Co. is providing an estimate for
façade work at the Plaza. The Committee will be looking into financing for it and also reaching out to
businesses to try and attract them to the Village.
Village Administrator’s Report: The Goals page is live on the website and updated monthly. We are
looking into revamping the website over the winter. The Census numbers were certified the Village
population is at 4,065 which is up from 3,809 from 10 years ago. This adds up to an extra $55,000 in
state funding.
Assistant Village Administrator’s Report: An update on leaf vacuuming program was provided, including that there would be data on the leaf pick-up available in December. The website will be getting
a makeover this winter. Simplicity is a new mobile app that the Village has partnered with to provide
information to residents. The app is free for residents as well as for the Village.
Public Comments: There were several public comments from visitors in the audience.
Meeting Adjourned: Next meeting will take place on January 13th, 2021.

A Message from Indian Head Park Physicians to our Neighbors
We are facing perhaps the most challenging period of our professional and personal lives: the ongoing
battle against the greatest threat to our collective health and welfare: the Covid19 Pandemic. The generation of our grandparents and great-grandparents who lived through WWI faced a similar challenge
during the last great pandemic, the “Spanish Flu” in the years 1918- 1919 when an estimated 50 million
people worldwide and > 675,000 Americans perished, including some members of our families. In 1918,
the estimated US population was 105 million. According to the NY Times, this week, the numbers of US
deaths will exceed 800,000, in a country with an estimated population of 330 million. In the course of
the Great Influenza Pandemic of the early 20 century, citizens from across the world were struck down,
many in the prime of life, just as the world was emerging from the great cataclysm of WW1 which destroyed four empires and millions of lives and homes. In those days, the pandemic was fought using simple public health measures: masking, social distances, closing of movie theaters, schools, churches, synagogues, cancelling of war-bond parades. The virus ran out of new people to infect or mutated to
a less lethal form and gradually died out after several years (in the early 1920’s). The major difference
between the current Covid19 pandemic and the Great Influenza Pandemic is that we now have effective
and safe vaccines that are designed to minimize serious infections and reduce deaths from the virus.
This powerful tool was not available to the WWI generation. Since the days of the early 20th century,
public health has improved, with vaccinations against smallpox, polio, measles, mumps, rubella
(German measles), chickenpox, tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis (whooping cough), and yellow fever in developed countries, making these infectious diseases entirely or largely disappear in wealthy societies.
Some of us can remember the polio epidemics of the 1950’s and 1960’s that resulted in closings of
beaches and swimming pools. Polio is now a disease of the past in most of the world due to wide-spread
vaccination. The World Health Organization (WHO) announced the last case of smallpox occurred in
1978; the eradication of this former scourge of humanity was due to a massive world-wide immunization campaign that began in the early 20th century. Today, there is no need for smallpox vaccination because human disease has been completely wiped out. For children to attend public schools in our community, vaccination against the common childhood illness is a requirement, so all of us have been vaccinated against many childhood diseases.
Since the wide-spread availability of effective vaccines against the SARS-COV-2 virus in early 2021, severe Covid19 disease is now largely preventable. Yes, there have been some fully vaccinated people
who have died of Covid pneumonia; the former US Army General and Secretary of State Colin Powell
comes to mind. However, the vast majority of the people dying of Covid despite vaccination have been
people who for a variety of reasons did not develop an effective immune response to the vaccine due to
co-morbid diseases such as cancer, immune suppression due to medications, or debility due to advanced age or other concurrent disease (as in General Powell’s case). The NY Times estimates that the
risk of infection with the SARS COV-2 virus in unvaccinated persons is 5 x that of vaccinated persons,
the risk of hospitalization is 11 x higher and the risk of dying of Covid19 is 12-13 times greater.
We write to you now because of the clear and present danger to our communities due to the ongoing
Covid 19 pandemic. We all work in hospitals and healthcare systems, that are, as of this writing in December 2021, almost completely overwhelmed with massive numbers of patients sick and dying of
th

Covid pneumonia. Unlike during the early 20th century influenza pandemic, there is now a massive
campaign of disinformation and misinformation fueled by political divisions. Widespread use of social
media has resulted in a greater impact of the pseudo-scientific misinformation about the risks of
the Covid vaccines, which has led to a significant percentage of the population declining to receive the
vaccine, due to unwarranted fears of the vaccine. Of course, every vaccine and drug have side-effects. All
vaccines, particularly live attenuated virus vaccines, such as smallpox, chickenpox, shingles, MMR, and
some polio vaccines can have very rare fatal side-effects (on the order of < 5/million vaccinations). According to the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), there have been very rare reports
of fatal side-effects with the Covid vaccines (none of which are live virus vaccines) , including a fatal low
-platelet condition, Guillain Barre syndrome (a treatable ascending paralysis), inflammation of the heart
muscle, but these cases are rare (<5/million vaccinations). In the face of the real and present danger to
our community of dying of covid, or transmission of the virus from one person to another (who may not
be very sick) until the virus reaches the 90-year-old grandmother, who has lived a clean life, not drinking, not smoking, keeping herself in good physical condition until she is accidentally infected by someone in her circle of family or friends who was unvaccinated and was part of a chain of infection. Her
chance of surviving a severe Covid infection is close to zero. This is the consequence of social mediadistributed misinformation about the safety of the Covid vaccine. All of the above reflects the current
state of understanding of the virus with the Delta variant. Now, we are entering a potentially more
deadly phase with the advent of the Omicron variant. According preliminary data from the CDC and
World Health Organization (WHO) , the current mRNA vaccines (Pfizer and Moderna) may provide <
50% effectiveness from Omicron all infections however provide > 70% protection from severe disease
and death. A booster dose increases the effectiveness of these vaccines against Omicron. Stay tuned to
developing information from the CDC and WHO as new data becomes available. This pandemic is truly
a fast-moving train.
Our holiday message to you—our families and neighbors is: get vaccinated (and when eligible
boosted) as soon as possible with one of the very safe and free Covid vaccines to protect yourself,
your loved ones, and the 90-year-old grandmother that you may not even know. Keep family
gatherings over the holidays small and limited to the vaccinated; insure anyone who is sick or
recently exposed to Covid stays home in quarantine. Vaccination is a civic responsibility. Do
your part to keep our communities safe. Hospitals and clinics are overwhelmed and cannot effectively treat severe Covid pneumonia. But this situation is preventable, by all of us doing our
civic duty. We, your fellow citizens and physicians are counting upon you.
Rom A. Stevens, MD FCCM
Marianne Mikat-Stevens, MD
John Szymczak, MD
Note from Dr. Stevens: In my >40 years working as a physician and >36 years as a medical officer in the
US Navy, I have experienced three pandemics: the 2009 Influenza AH1N1 pandemic, the 2014-16 West
African Ebola Pandemic, and now the Covid 19 Pandemic. This current pandemic has been the worst in
my experience, due to its exhaustion of healthcare resource and the saddest because the deaths since
the Spring of 2021 have been largely preventable.
*Letter has been shortened due to space constraints, the entire letter is posted on our website.

Twitter: @villageofIHP

Instagram: @_indian_head_park_

Facebook: @IndianHeadPark

www.indianheadpark-il.gov

The App Store: Simplicity

Village Board of Trustees
Meets second Thursday of every month
7:00 pm at Village Hall
UPCOMING MEETINGS:

January13th, 2022
February 10th, 2022
March 10th, 2022
April 14th, 2022
Indian Head Park Village Hall
201 Acacia Drive, Indian Head Park, IL 60525
708-246-3080
www.indianheadpark-il.gov

