FALL 2021

A Message From Mayor Hinshaw
We would like to welcome Charles Eck and Eileen Murphy Donnersberger to our Village Board of Trustees.
We have many events and opportunities this summer to get to know one another, so mark your calendar!

Trustee Charles Eck & Trustee Eileen Murphy Donnersberger pictured above.

September 19, 2021, - Second Annual IHP Car Show
There will be food and live music, as well as the car show.
3:00 - 6:00 PM - Indian Head Park Plaza on the Southwest corner of Joliet & Wolf Roads
For more information, contact Joe at 708-514-0589

September 25, 2021, - Movie in the Park, Second Seasonal Showing
Co-Hosted with SEASPAR, Movie in the Park is LUCA and will be in Blackhawk Park as in past years. The
movie starts at 7:30 and the gates open at 7:00pm. This event is free of charge!

Based on your feedback, here are some updates that are going on within the Village;
•

Coronavirus Update: Now in suburban Cook County and Chicago, anyone 12 years and older can get
vaccinated. I encourage everyone to get a COVID vaccination. For more information on vaccine
sights, please visit https://vaccine.cookcountyil.gov/ or call the vaccine hotline at Vaccine Sign-Up
Hotline: 833-308-1988 M-F 8am-8pm.
Governor JB Pritzker announced, effective August 30, the entire state will be under an indoor facecovering mandate, regardless of vaccination status. This mandate includes all municipal facilities.

•

Sidewalks: Four main areas in the Village’s sidewalk master plan:
o Acacia Drive: A new sidewalk will be added this summer alongside the east side of the new rebuilt Acacia Drive. Reminder - Acacia Drive will be a construction zone all summer.
o Plainfield Road & Wolf Road: Are both in a Phase 1 Study, that is being done by Cook County,
since they are both county jurisdiction. We are expecting to have Wolf Road alternatives
available later in the Fall of 2021 for resident review and comments.
o Joliet Road: The process for the exploration of land acquisition has started.

•

I-294 Update: The northern half of the I-294 noise wall between Joliet Road and Plainfield Road is
under construction at the moment. The work this summer has involved work at night, which we
know is very disturbing to residents. The Illinois Tollways has stated that some work that requires
lanes or ramps to be closed, and must be performed in off peak hours. They also have stated that the
night time pile driving work has been completed. Some pile driving work will be starting Friday, June
11, 2021, closer to Plainfield Road. The tollway construction will continue throughout the summer.
Please note the southern half of the noise wall between Joliet Road and Plainfield Road will be
constructed next summer. A new noise wall will also be added this year along south side the Wolf
Road ramp onto the south bound I-294, located close to the Chestnut on the Green association.

•

Plainfield Road project: A village board has a resolution of opposition to five lanes is on the agenda
for the June 10, 2021 Village Board of Trustees Meeting. Preparation is starting for the Plainfield
Road bridge reconstruction. The work is anticipated to begin mid-summer this year.

I would like our residents to know that our Board of Trustees work very hard to be open and transparent. I
encourage everyone to sign up on the village website to be kept posted on information that they want to
know about. You can get an email or text on things like meeting agendas, updates and alerts. It is also a
great idea to sign up for Smart911, to receive emergency updates and to provide law enforcement
information about you, your family, and your home. We also encourage residents to get involved with
volunteering on a committee and other activities. Please contact me, any trustee or village hall staff if you
have an interest in getting involved. Part of being open and transparent is discussing all village business in
the open at village meetings, so we encourage residents, business owners, and anyone who would like, to
attend board meetings.
Please let me know about any questions, comments, or concerns that you may have. You may also use the
Concern or Compliment Portal features within the website under the “Residents” tab. I am also available to
address your community group, condo association, club, or neighborhood coffee groups to address all and
anything Indian Head Park. Happy to hear from you at thinshaw@indianheadpark-il.gov or call me at 708497-9745. I am very proud to serve as your Mayor.

Fall 2021 Leaf Vacuuming Program
The Leaf Vacuuming Program will begin in late October or
early November this year. The Specific weeks of pickup will be
released in the October edition of the Smoke Signals
Newsletter. The Village would like to remind residents of a
few aspects of the program. First, the service is available for
all residents who are part of the Waste Franchise Agreement
with SBC Waste Solutions. Secondly, during the weeks that
leaf vacuuming occurs each household can put out one bundle
of brush for pickup, without a sticker. Third, it is very
important that residents rake leaves to the curb, but not into
the street.

Frequently Asked Questions
Do I need a permit to replace my roof?
Permits are not required for single shingle tear-off roof replacements on single-family residences. Just make sure
your contractor has a license issued by the Village.
Are fences allowed in the Village?
In general, fences are not allowed in residential districts except when specifically allowed by the Village Board as
a Variation to the zoning code. The exception to this is that in-ground swimming pools must be fenced-in.
Cyclone fences are never allowed in the Village.
Where can I park my commercial vehicle?
In general, commercial vehicles in residential areas are not allowed to be parked overnight except inside a garage.
Any vehicle bearing any form of sign which identifies or advertises the name or telephone number of a
commercial, industrial or business enterprise shall be considered a commercial vehicle. Commercial vehicles shall
not include passenger vehicles used in ride-sharing services such as, but not limited to, Uber and Lyft. Single
wheel (not dual) trucks up to and including Class D Plates (Up to 12,000 lbs.) shall be permitted as long as they do
not have exposed equipment/tools. There shall be no advertising or other type of commercial identification on
the vehicle.

New Refuse and Yard Waste Stickers
At the end of September the current Village Yard Waste and Refuse Stickers will expire. The stickers say that they
expire September 1st, however SBC Waste Solutions has agreed to allow their usage through the end of
September. New stickers are available for purchase at Village Hall and will be available for purchase at Oak Pantry
in early September. Stickers will be $3.00 each.

Follow SBC on Social Media
FACEBOOK: @SBCWasteSolutions

Customer Service Hotline:
(312) 522-1115
SBC Waste Solutions Website:
www.sbcwastesolutions.com

INSTAGRAM: @sbcwaste
TWITTER: @SBC_Waste

For questions about garbage, please do not
hesitate to call our Assistant Village
Administrator, Andy Ferrini at 708-246-3080 x178

Movie Night in Blackhawk Park!
Trustee Brenda O’Laughlin has worked hard over
the years to coordinate with S.E.A.S.P.A.R. in
hosting Indian Head Park’s annual movie in the
park every year, which has become a favorite
event among residents.

Movie at the Park – LUCA
SEPTEMBER 25th,2021 – Blackhawk Park.
Guests will be treated to hotdogs, popcorn, cotton
candy, and more. See you at the Movies!

Indian Head Park Water Account Updates
Just a couple of friendly reminders for IHP Water
Department Customers.
1. Starting May 1, 2021 the Indian Head Park Water
Department began charging late fees to customers. With the
US Post Office being slow in some areas, we encourage
residents to sign up for Auto Pay, which can be found on our
website, www.indianheadpark-il.gov.
2. The Indian Head Park water Department is requesting
residents to not post-date checks. If the Village receives a
check that is post-dated, we will have to send this back to
our customer, as it is illegal for the Village to hold on to
payments for more than 48 hours.

Indian Head Park Water Department
201 Acacia Drive
Indian Head Park, IL 60525
708-246-3080

Changes Coming to Smoke Signals
We are excited to announce changes coming to
Smoke Signals! In order to increase the level of
communication between the Village and our
residents. Starting in October issues will be
published more frequently than before. In
addition to more publications, we will also be
including fresh new content including a
summary of the approved minutes from the
board meetings (for a complete copy of the
minutes, go to the website), regular community
polling and more. We’d like to hear from you –
so if you have suggestions or ideas of what you’d
like to see in upcoming issues of the newsletter please email us at admin@indianheadpark-il.gov or
stop by the village hall.

Road Program 2021 Update

This year road resurfacing work will be done on Hiawatha
Lane, Sequoya Lane, 65th Street, Indian Wood Lane, and
Timber Ridge Court. The Village will also be performing
patching and crack filling work on various streets. Road
work began September 13th, and can take up to a month
to complete. The Village is going to try its best to
minimize any inconvenience for residents due to road
work, we ask for your patience through the process as the
long-term benefits of well-maintained infrastructure
systems are critical to the long-term success of our
community. If you have any questions or concerns please
give us a call at 708-256-3080. Thank you!

Simple Taco Soup
Recipe by Lisa Bujak – Administrative Clerk

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

INGREDIENTS:
2 lbs. ground beef
1 envelope taco seasoning
1 ½ cups water
16 oz. can mild chili beans, undrained
15 oz. can whole kernel corn, drained
15 oz. can pinto beans, rinsed and drained
14 ½ oz. can stewed tomatoes
10oz. can diced tomatoes with green chiles
4 oz. can chopped green chiles, optional
1 envelope ranch salad dressing mix
DIRECTIONS:

In a Dutch oven, cook beef over medium
heat until no longer pink, breaking it
into crumbles; drain.
Add taco
seasoning and mix well. Stir in the
remaining ingredients. Bring to a boil.
Reduce heat; simmer, uncovered for 15
minutes or until heated through, stirring
occasionally.

Where Can You Buy SBC
Garbage Stickers?
Village Hall
201 Acacia Drive
Indian Head Park, IL 60525
708-246-3080

Oak Pantry & Deli
6925 Joliet Road
Indian Head Park, IL 60525
708-505-3923

Sharon Kalinoski CPA, Broker
FOR SALE:
LaGrange Park 4 BR house w/ 3 full baths + fam room + office + sunroom
3 car garages, beautiful 1/3 acre corner lot. 838 Beach Ave. $410,000
For Rent: Wilshire Green 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo avail. by Nov. 1. $1800/mo.
Coming soon: Ashley Woods (Westchester) 2 BR townhome for sale
I have buyers looking for:
Acacia ranch model (Adams) or Dearborn model townhomes
Wilshire Green condos 2BR or 3BR, Burr Ridge Carriage Way 3 bedroom
Please call me for a free market analysis if you are thinking of moving.
Sharon Kalinoski CPA, Broker *Indian Head Park (Acacia) resident*
ASAP Realty Inc. main office Lockport IL

1-708-805-0675

herculesUS@yahoo.com

Conserve Water in Your Garden!
Homeowners want beautiful lawns and gardens. However, there is a global water shortage. According to
the U.S. Geological Survey, although the earth is 71 percent water, only one percent of this is accessible for
consumption. This means that the entire world depends on this one percent for drinking, cooking, bathing,
and agriculture.
With droughts in some areas, it’s a challenge to maintain a lush garden. Environmentally conscious people
know it’s essential to conserve water. They understand that saving water in the yard and garden is just as
important as saving water in the kitchen or bathroom. With water conservation in the garden, you can do
your part to help save this natural resource. For more efficient use of water whenever and wherever
possible, homeowners can follow the below water-saving tips, and still maintain a lush yard and garden.
How to Save Water in the Garden
Here are 13 ways to conserve water in your garden.
1) Avoid Thirsty Plants. One important way to conserve water is to avoid water-needy plants. Plants to
avoid include tropical plants and exotic plants such as hibiscus and banana. You should also avoid annuals.
Annuals are flowers that bloom and die in one year, such as impatiens. Annuals usually require a lot more
water than perennials, flowers that grow year after year. Most grasses that yield an emerald green lawn are
also very thirsty.
2) Use Native Plants. By using native plants in your garden, you reduce the amount of water needed. Plants
that are indigenous or grow naturally in your region thrive year-round with minimal watering. Native plants
often don’t need any additional water beyond what the local rainfall provides.
3) Use Xeriscape Techniques. Xeriscape is a water-saving gardening technique. It is used mostly in arid
regions, but it can be used anywhere to save water. With xeriscape, the landscape thrives with little or no
additional watering. The principle behind xeriscape is to plant drought-resistant plants. Plants that need less
water to grow include cornflowers, black-eyed susans, palms, lavender, pansies, baby’s breath, rosemary,
verbena, and mimosa. Other plants that need little water include succulents, such as yucca and agave, and
shrubs, like evergreen and lilac bushes.
4) Recycle Water from Kitchen and Bathroom. You use a lot of water in your home that can be recycled. By
collecting this second-hand water, you can then use it to water your garden. Below are a few examples of
how to recycle water.
•
•
•

re-use water from drinking glasses.
use water from boiling pasta or cooking vegetables after it cools.
use old fish tank water.

5) Harvest Rainwater. Collecting or harvesting rain is a great way to get a steady supply of water for your
garden. Rain barrels are the most common way to collect rain. You can buy rain barrels in various sizes and
sizes online and from gardening supply centers. You can also use the collected rainwater to clean your car,
outdoor furniture, patio, deck or driveway. There are a few ways to harvest water.
•

connect a rain barrel to a gutter or drainpipe to collect the rain from the roof.

•

place rain barrels in your garden to collect and store the rain as it falls.

6) Water at the Best Times. You can also conserve water by choosing the best times to water your garden.
Late evening is often the best time because it’s cooler. This makes it possible for the plants to absorb more
water. In cooler temperature the water evaporates at a slower rate. Very early in the morning, while it’s
still cool, such as before 9 am, is also a good time to water the garden.
7) Know the Type of Soil You Have. The soil type of your garden determines how much water you will need.
Light sandy soils need more water than clay soils or other heavy soils. You need to water clay soils, but you
can also water less often.
8) Use the Appropriate Amount of Water. Many homeowners’ over-water their yards and gardens. This
wastes water. In general, the best way to keep plants growing is to provide about five gallons of water for
every 10 sq. ft every seven to 10 days. The best way to determine if your plants need water is to check the
soil. Look at the soil several inches below the surface. If the soil is damp, you don’t need to water. If the soil
is dry, it’s time to water the plants. This technique doesn’t work if you have clay soil or sandy soil. With
these two types of soil, you need to look at the plant itself to see if you need to water it or not.
Look at the leaves and see if they have changed position or have gotten darker in color. If they have, it’s
time to water the plants. When the leaves change position and/or color, examine the look and feel of the
soil so you will learn the signs when the plants need water. It’s also important to water plants before a
drought begins to keep them in good condition.
9) Deep Water the Plants. Although you need to water plants when they are thirsty, the best way to do this
is by deep watering. Deep watering involves soaking the roots of plants with water. This is better for plants
than doing a light watering each day. A deep watering improves root growth. This method also conserves
more water than lightly watering the entire yard or garden. In most cases, you will need to water the plants
every few days.
10) Keep Weeds to a Minimum. It’s important to get rid of weeds. Too many weeds will absorb the water,
moisture, and nutrients that the plants need to grow.
11) Use Intensive Gardening. Intensive gardening design is a method that helps to create a low-water
garden. With intensive gardening, you plant flowers, herbs and vegetables closely together. This reduces
the amount of water you need for an area. Although the plants are closely spaced, you still need to provide
room for root development of each plant.
12) Use Ground Cover Plants. Ground cover offers a way to keep your yard and garden cooler. Ground cover
plants also protect the topsoil. With cooler temperatures, the water won’t evaporate as quickly. There are
ground cover plants and shade trees you can add to your garden to lower the overall temperature. A few
examples of ground cover plants are thyme and sweet woodruff.
13) Use Mulch in the Garden. Mulching is a technique that maintains soil moisture. With regular mulching
you can prevent evaporation and reduce moisture loss during dry periods. Mulch also provides needed
nutrients for the plants and trees. A layer of mulch on flower beds, vegetable patches, and around the base
of trees and shrubs will help keep the soil underneath damp.
Gardening enthusiasts can still grow plants, flowers, and vegetables in their yards despite the scarcity of
drinkable water. However, a responsible gardener finds ways to reduce their water usage in the garden, but
still give the plants the water they need to grow. By making these changes, you can grow healthy and strong
plants without wasting a precious resource. It takes commitment, but it’s possible to help the planet, while
still enjoying a thriving garden.

IHP Residents, Please Sign Up for Smart911!
What is Smart911?
The Smart911 Emergency Notification System is a fast communication service
allowing the Village of Indian Head Park to notify citizens of an emergency
situation. It enables the Village to provide mass notification quickly and easily.
Smart911 is only part of the notification process. Other tools include this
website and media outlets, such as local television and radio stations.
Examples of times when the Smart911 system could be utilized include COVID19 updates, utility outages, drinking water contamination, water main breaks,
evacuation notices and routes, fires or floods, hostage situations, and missing
persons. The system may also be used to notify citizens of non-emergency situations as necessary and appropriate.

How to Sign up to Receive Notifications:
In order to sign up for Smart911 notifications you will need to visit Smart911.com or the Village of Indian Head Park
website, http://www.indianheadpark-il.gov/196/Smart911-Notifications .Once on this page follow the instructions on
how to receive notifications. The Village is urging residents to sign up for this useful and free service, so that residents
can be made aware of important information when needed.

Smart911 System:
The Smart911 system will record messages to voicemail and answering machines. When there is no answer at a
telephone number, Smart911 will attempt to deliver messages three times before deleting the number from the
queue.
If you have caller ID installed on your phone, the Smart911 call may display as an "unknown caller''; however, the
number will be (999) 911-9999. Please make a note of this, and do not disregard calls from this number!
Upon receiving a Smart911 alert do not call 9-1-1 unless instructed to do so. You will only tie up emergency lines.

Stay Connected & Follow the Village on Social Media!
Our Village Board, along with Mayor Hinshaw want to keep residents up-to-date as quickly as possible,
while being as transparent as possible. One way of making this happen is that the Village updated our
website, and incorporated social media platforms such as; Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter. We encourage
all residents to follow on all or any of the applications available! Monthly Board Meetings are streamed live
on Facebook, and Comcast Channel 6!

Twitter: @villageofIHP
Facebook: @IndianHeadPark
Instagram: @_indian_head_park_
Website: www.indianheadpark-il.gov

Smoke Signals is published by the Village of Indian Head Park to
inform its residents of ongoing activities in the Village and the
ever-growing plans for the future in the pursuit of better
government and the good of the citizenship. Circulation is 5,000.
News for the next issue is should be electronically submitted to:
admin@indianheadpark-il.gov
All advertisements are now half price!
Full Page Ads $200.00 $100.00; Half Page Ads $125.00 $62.50
3-1/2” x3-1/2” Ads - $75.00 $37.50;
Business Card Size Ads - $45.00 $22.50
Extra copies available at Village Hall or by emailing Lisa Bujak at
lbujak@indianheadpark-il.gov

Village Board of Trustees
Meets second Thursday of every month
7:00 pm at Village Hall
UPCOMING MEETINGS:

October 14th, 2021
November 11th, 2021
December 9th, 2021
January 13th, 2022
Indian Head Park Village Hall
201 Acacia Drive, Indian Head Park, IL 60525
708-246-3080
www.indianheadpark-il.gov

